America at 250:
6 Courses That Help Tell the Story

As the United States approaches its 250th anniversary, America at 250: 6 Courses That Help
Tell the Story invites you to explore the people, ideas and cultural forces that have shaped the
nation. This series of pre-recorded courses traces the sweep of U.S. history — from the
international stakes of the American Revolution to the restless ambition of Theodore Roosevelt,
from the artistry of John James Audubon to the rock and roll that rewired American culture.
Viewed as a whole, they reflect on how the American story has been told, contested and
reimagined — and what it means for the country's future.

These courses are available to view the instant you sign up through August 31.

The Fate of the World: The American Revolution Beyond the
British Empire

Richard Bell

These lectures investigate the geopolitical forces that shaped the American Revolution and the
international consequences of the US break with Britain. It asks how the familiar story of the
American Revolution — its causes, course, and consequences — changes when we think about
the American Revolution as part and parcel of a titanic struggle among European empires and
peoples for control of a vast, resource-rich world? Each lecture tackles a different group of
actors — Germans, Frenchmen, Spaniards, South Asians, Prussians, etc — and situates their
experiences at the center of dramatic narratives about the loss of the British Empire’s thirteen
golden geese and the birth of the United States.

Richard Bell is Professor of History at the University of Maryland and author of the book Stolen:
Five Free Boys Kidnapped into Slavery and their Astonishing Odyssey Home which was a
finalist for the George Washington Prize and the Harriet Tubman Prize.

Theodore Roosevelt's America

Mick Chandler

Teddy Roosevelt was one of perhaps five or six truly transformative presidents in American

history. A cultivated, scholarly aristocrat, Roosevelt entered politics during the nation’s “gilded



age,” much to the dismay of his peers who regarded government as a tawdry affair dominated
by saloon-keepers and greedy commercial types. In the course of his thirty years in public
service, he resolved to restore the “heroic, manly virtues” and a sense of sublime destiny to
American life. This course will examine the career of this remarkable — if often abrasive and
authoritarian — American statesman.

Mick Chantler has been a student of American history for over fifty years. His primary areas of
interest include the Founding Era, the Civil War & Reconstruction period, and the Cold War.

John James Audubon and The Birds of America
Eric Simon

John James Audubon was a French-American artist and naturalist who, starting in the 1820s,
set out to document every bird in the U.S. The result was his masterwork The Birds of America,
a collection of 435 hand-painted bird prints, considered by many to be the finest book ever
published. In this course, you'll learn about Audubon’s early life and his artistic methods. We'll
also take a deep dive into the prints themselves. We will end by considering Audubon’s legacy.

Eric J. Simon, Ph.D. has been a professor of Biology for over 25 years. An avid traveler and
award-winning photographer, Eric leads educational international trips for both undergraduates
and lifelong learners. Prof. Simon earned his Ph.D. at Harvard and is the author of a widely
used series of college biology textbooks used by students in over 40 countries.

Turn Turn Turn: A Rock'n Roll Road Trip, Part |

Pete EIman

This course covers the golden age of American rock 'n’ roll, 1955-65. It will be taught
chronologically and geographically (“a road trip”) across several regions — plus a one-class
exploration of a legend’s 1965 rock 'n’ roll masterworks — where key American musical
movements sprung up. The classes will be presented as a cultural and musical journey through
those periods and places where that region was at the forefront of American popular music.
Special guest musicians include Tom McCord, Paul Kotapish, Bethany Sorkey, Joe Cadora, and
Bob (Justice) Lindfors.




Turn Turn Turn: A Rock'n Roll Road Trip, Part I

Pete EIman

This course covers the golden age of American rock 'n’ roll, 1965—75, and is taught
chronologically and geographically across regions where key movements sprung up. The six
classes will be presented as a journey through those regions that were at the forefront of rock 'n’
roll. We will encounter LA: ground zero for surf, folk, pop, psychedelic, and country-rock; the SF
sound 1965-71; the singer-songwriters of Laurel Canyon; NY, NY: the sounds of 1-95, 1965-75;
instrumentals, one-hit wonders and great garage bands of the '60s. The course ends with a
tribute to Leon Russell, the master of space and time. Guest musicians include Carol Curtis,
John Blakeley, Joe Cadora, Bill Garvin, David Martin, and Bob "Justice" Lindfors.

Pete Elman is a musician, an author, a journalist, a historian — and a star educator. He has
performed, recorded and produced popular music since 1962, authored four books, been a
sportswriter, taught K-12, and, since 2015, has wowed OLLI members with more than a dozen
courses on American music.

How American Became Great and How It Can Be Again
Michael Baker

The United States led democratic nations to victory in two world wars and dominated the global
economy during the 20th century. Today, American democracy is at war with itself: big lies trump
facts, domestic violence is on the rise, and progress towards equality and justice has eroded. In
this course, we will examine the elements that made America great and how we started to lose
it. We'll also explore some of the reasons we are divided and struggling as a nation, and
suggest some ways the country can heal itself and regain a prominent role in world leadership.

Dr. Michael Baker recently retired from a 40-year career in surgery. He also served 30 years in
uniform and retired from the US Navy as a Rear Admiral, having earned numerous awards
including a Combat Action Ribbon and 3 Legion of Merit Awards.
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